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fig. 23. Toreigners' in Oxford in July 1936. Percentages from Each Division
according to Industry Entered. Key: i. Motor; 2. Building, skilled; 3. Building,
unskilled; 4. Distributive; 5. Omnibus service; 6. Others.
Generally speaking, the greater the distance from Oxford the
greater was the uniformity with which the migration to Oxford was
spread over the Employment Exchange districts.1 To Scotsmen,
whether Highlanders or Lowlanders, who propose to emigrate to
the south of England, Oxford is only one among many possible
destinations, but to prospective emigrants from the districts near to
the Survey Area, the most usual choice lies between Oxford and per-
haps only two or three other towns. Because of these considerations
Scotland sent a few people to Oxford from each of many districts,
whereas most of the foreigners' from the south-west division came
from only a few districts.
There was, however, irrespective of distance, a marked tendency
for migrants to come in 'lumps' from certain communities, and the
presumption is that the influence of personal connexions was power-
ful in bringing this about. While the dumpiness' of migration streams
may have militated against a more rational and complete distribution
of man-power in accordance with the shifts in the demand for labour,
the social advantages it entails must not be forgotten. It is much
easier for an immigrant to reconcile himself to his new home if he
finds himself among old friends or neighbours. It is, however,
sometimes said that such conditions may themselves give rise to a
new social problem, since they may hinder the assimilation of the
new elements of the population by the old.
Some examples of comparatively heavy emigration to Oxford
1 An attempt to measure the 'spatial spread of migration' is described in Appendix I
note ij.

